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Library  Hours: 
Daily:  o  a.m.-f  p.m. 
except  Sundays  and  Holidays 
Thursday  evenings  until  8  p.m. 

Open  Saturdays  mid-September 
through  mid-May 

Telephone: 
BU  tier  field  8-6900 


he   New   York    Society    Library  was 


founded  in  1754  by  a  group  of  citizens 


-■-  of  New  York  who  believed  that  a 
"Publick  library  would  be  very  useful  as  well 
as  ornamental  to  the  city."  ("Society"  in  our 
name  refers  to  this  original  organization.)  It 
received  a  charter  from  George  III  in  1772, 
confirmed  after  the  Revolution  by  the  State 
Legislature,  and  has  given  service,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Revolutionary  War  years,  ever 
since.  The  library  is  supported  principally  by 
testamentary  and  other  funds;  subscription  fees 
help  to  finance  the  operation.  Austin  Keep's 
History  of  the  New  York  Society  Library,  1908, 
and  Marion  King's  Books  and  People,  1954,  are 
two  books  which  trace  its  history. 

The  Italianate  building,  originally  completed 
in  191 7,  was  designed  by  the  architectural  firm 
of  Trowbridge  and  Livingston  for  the  family  of 
John  S.  Rogers.  Its  purchase  and  remodeling 
for  library  use  in  1936  was  made  possible  by  a 
legacy  from  Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Goodhue;  the  li- 
brary moved  the  following  year  from  its  former 
home  at  University  Place.  In  1970  the  building 
was  declared  a  landmark  by  the  Landmarks 
Commission  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

The  collection  of  approximately  195,000  vol- 
umes includes  English  and  American  literature, 
biography,  art,  history,  travel  and  exploration, 
and  books  relating  to  New  York  City.  It  also 


includes  a  number  of  19th  century  English  and 
American  journals;  two  special  collections  are 
the  Governor  John  Winthrop  library  on  chem- 
istry and  alchemy,  and  the  Hammond  collec- 
tion of  fiction  published  between  1750  and  1830. 

Library  facilities  for  members  include  a  card 
catalog  and  reference  room  on  the  first  floor;  a 
reading  room  on  the  second  floor,  comfortably 
furnished  and  provided  with  a  selection  of  cur- 
rent journals;  a  children's  room  and  microfilm 
area  on  the  third  floor;  and  nine  levels  of  open 
book  stacks.  The  fifth  floor  offers  areas  for 
writing  and  typing. 

Library  resources  are  available  to  the  public 
in  the  circulation  hall  and  reference  room. 
Reader's  Service  is  provided  in  the  circulation 
hall. 

All  books  taken  from  or  returned  to  the 
library  must  be  registered  at  the  circulation 
desk.  Ten  books  per  membership  may  be  out 
at  one  time,  including  one  "new"  book  (pub- 
lished within  the  last  year  or  still  popular). 
New  books  are  charged  out  for  one  to  three 
weeks  according  to  their  length  and  may  not 
be  renewed.  Other  books  may  be  kept  one 
month  and  renewed  in  person  or  by  telephone 
for  an  additional  two  weeks.  Rare  books,  jour- 
nals and  reference  books  are  to  be  consulted 
only  within  the  building. 

Members  wishing  to  be  notified  when  a  book 


becomes  available  may  leave  request  slips  at 
the  circulation  desk.  New  Books,  a  list  of  ac- 
quisitions, is  issued  monthly. 

Book  mailing  service  within  the  United  States 
is  available  upon  payment  of  a  postage  de- 
posit. Books  are  sent  from  the  member's  re- 
quest list  at  regular  intervals  or  as  requested, 
with  allowance  made  for  time  in  transit. 

A  fine  is  charged  on  overdue  books.  While 
members  are  sometimes  sent  postcards  to  re- 
call overdue  books,  this  notification  in  no  way 
relieves  members  of  their  responsibility  for  re- 
turning books  promptly  or  paying  fines.  Books 
lost  or  damaged  must  be  paid  for  or  replaced. 
Under  no  circumstances  are  books  to  be  loaned 
by  members  to  individuals  not  included  in  their 
h  ousehold. 

These  regulations  are  subject  to  change  by 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Library;  library 
privileges  may  be  revoked  or  suspended  by  the 
librarian  if  thev  are  abused. 

Applications  for  membership  and  information 
regarding  subscription  rates  are  available  upon 
request  at  the  information  desk. 

For  the  Trustees  of  the 
New  York  Society  Library, 
Mark  Piel,  Librarian 


